PACIFISM AND  VIOLENCE
contradictions, when private profit is seen to be public
harm, when poverty and unemployment grow in the
midst of the means of plenty, bourgeois violence
becomes more open. These contradictions drive the
bourgeois States to Imperialistic wars, in which violence
reigns without a qualifying factor. Internally violence
instead of * reason * alone suffices to m^nnatp the
bourgeois system. Since the capitalistic system is openly
proving its inefficiency, people are no longer content
with a form of government, parliamentary democracy,
in which economic production is run by the bourgeois
class, leaving the people as a whole only the power to
settle, within narrow limits, through Parliament, the
apportionment of a merely administrative budget.
They see this to be a sham, and see no reason to tolerate
the sham. There is a growing demand for socialism,
and the capitalist class where this grows pressing, resort
to open violence. They use the revolt against ineffectual
democracy to establish a dictatorship, and this dictator-
ship, which seizes power with the cry 'Down with
Capitalism', in fact establishes capitalism still more
violently, as in Fascist Italy and Germany. The brutal
oppression and cynical violence of Fasasm is the summit
of bourgeois decline. Hie violence at the heart of die
bourgeois illusion emerges inside as well as outside the
State.
The justification of bourgeois violence is an important
part of bourgeois ethics. The coercive control of social
labour by a limited dass is jtistified as a relation to a
thing. Even as late as Hegel, this justification is given
in